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private fortune.   These were the administrations
of the Wakfs and the Mehkemeh Sheraieh.

The administration of the Wakfs deals with
all matters connected with religious and charitable
endowments, the estates of minors and others
incapacitated from managing their own affairs,
and cognate matters. The revenues at the
disposal of the Administration are very large.
They have for a long time past been grossly
mismanaged. Of late years the abuses have been
singularly flagrant, the Khedive having practi-
cally taken the Administration into his own hands.
I was well aware of these abuses, but I postponed
taking any very drastic steps to reform them.
My reasons were twofold. In the first place, I
thought it desirable to allow the nascent Moslem
discontent on the subject to mature and to
blossom into a really effective demand for radical
change before laying hands on an institution
which, in the eyes of the Egyptians, is vested
with a semi-religious character. La the second
place, in view of the growing demand for Egyptian
autonomy, I thought it desirable that a very long
and patient trial should be given in order to see
how far the Egyptians themselves, without any
European aid, could reform an essentially indi-
genous institution, I did, indeed, manage to
get some order introduced into the accounts,
being stimxilated to exertions in this direction by